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Research project for stimulating young independent teams (TE) 

Looking West: Romania’s relations with the European Economic Community during the Cold 

War era / Relațiile României cu Comunitatea Economică Europeană în perioada Războiului 

Rece 

PN-III-P1-1.1-TE-2019-0142 

SCIENTIFIC REPORT 

Stage II  

(1 January 2021 – 31 December 2021) 

 

Project team:  

- Dragomir Elena (project manager, researcher) 

- Miloiu Marian-Silviu (doctoral adviser, researcher) 

- Coroban Costel (postdoctoral researcher) 

- Dumitrescu Bogdan Mihai (PhD student – withdrawn, January – May 2021)  

- Botnari Mihaela (PhD student, June - December 2021)  

 

Project summary:  

This project aims to investigate Romania's relations with the European Economic 

Community (EEC), between 1957, when the EEC was created by the Treaty of Rome, and 

1989, when the socialist regime in Romania collapsed. Analytically, the project is built on two 

levels, studying the concepts and reasons that were the basis of Romania's attitude and policy 

towards the EEC, on the one hand, and the relations between Romania and the EEC as an 

organization, on the other hand. The project calls into question the theoretical paradigm of 

detachment from Moscow, which is traditionally used to explain the foreign policy of post-

war Romania and which emphasizes the role of external factors. It is based, instead, on the 

systemic theory of international relations (B.F. Braumoeller), this project studies the actions 

of agents (Romania, Romanian leaders and experts), but also takes into account external and 

internal structural factors that created the context of Romania's relations with EEC (its 

relations with the USSR and its special position in the Eastern bloc, the normalization of 

relations with Western European countries, the East-West détente, the enlargement of the 

EEC, the Helsinki process, the reform of the Eastern bloc, the internal decision-making 

process). Hypothesis: Romania acted to achieve its national interests, as they were perceived 

by the political elite, based on its perceptions and opinions on the external situation. 

Methodologically, the project joins the so-called New History of the Cold War, based on 

multi-archival research, paying attention to ideology (understood in a broad sense as 

perceptions, ideas, belief system) and studying a so-called minor power. Through its results, 

the project produces knowledge in the deeply neglected field of historiography of relations 

between Romania and CEE, contributes to a better understanding of the origin of current 

relations between Romania and the European Union and opens new perspectives on the study 

of Romania's foreign policy in general.  
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Summary of stage II (1 January 2021 – 31 December 2021): 

 

In the second stage of the project, the members of the team carried out activities of 

documentation and critical analysis on the literature, as well as research activity of archive 

documents and press materials.  

Elena Dragomir submitted two research articles (both currently under review, 1 ISI article, 

1 BDI article). Costel Coroban has an article accepted for publication (Erih+). Silviu Miloiu 

submitted a book chapter (currently under review) for an edited book to be published abroad.  

The team members delivered nine presentations at international and national 

conferences/workshops, as follows: Dragomir Elena – 3 (international); Miloiu Silviu – 2 

(international), Coroban Costel – 3 (international), Botnari Mihaela – 1 (national).  

An international conference was organized as part of the research grant (online format, 

28-29 October 2021, University Valahia of Târgoviște, Romania).        

 

SCIENTIFIC DESCRIPTION, DEGREE OF ACHIEVEMENT OF OBJECTIVES 

AND DISSEMINATION: 

 

A. LIBRARY RESEARCH 

 

In this stage, the members of the project team continued to carry out activities of 

documentation and critical analysis on the previous historiography, regarding the theme, 

theory and methodology of the project. In this regard, numerous studies, articles, books, 

periodicals were consulted. 

Given the current Covid-19 pandemic, which has closed libraries for long periods and 

made access to domestic and foreign libraries almost impossible, the study of scientific 

literate and relevant press has been carried out using both libraries and databases available 

online and the library of the host institution.    

 

B. THE ARCHIVE RESEARCH 

 

The pandemic made archival research very difficult, the archives being either closed, or 

accessible on the basis of scheduling and rescheduling at very long intervals, or completely 

inaccessible due to the difficulty of traveling abroad. However, the members of the project 

have had access to archive sources, as follows: 

 

I. Digitized documents, not available online, from:   

- The Romanian National Historical Central Archives, Bucharest, Romania (Arhivele 

Naționale Istorice Centrale, București, România)  

- The Diplomatic Archives of the Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bucharest, 

Romania (Arhivele Diplomatice ale Ministerului Afacerilor Externe, București, 

România) 

 

II. Digitized documents, available online, from:  

- The Historical Archives of the European Commission, Brussels, Belgium) 

https://ec.europa.eu/historical_archives/archisplus/arcp_central.cfm?page=com_recher

che# 

- The Historical Archives of the Council of the European Union, Brussels, Belgium)  

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/app/case4/home.aspx 

- The GATT archive (World Trade Organization Archive)  

https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/gattdocs_e.htm 

https://ec.europa.eu/historical_archives/archisplus/arcp_central.cfm?page=com_recherche
https://ec.europa.eu/historical_archives/archisplus/arcp_central.cfm?page=com_recherche
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/app/case4/home.aspx
https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/gattdocs_e.htm
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- The Archive of the European Integration http://aei.pitt.edu/  

- The World Bank Archive  

https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/informationobject/browse?topLod=0&sort=rel

evance&query=romania&repos=&onlyMedia=1 

- Historical Documents, Office of the Historian, Foreign Service Institute, United States 

Department of State) 

https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments 

- CIA Online Archive, Historical Collections 

https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/search/site/romania 

- National Archives and Records Administration, SUA  

https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=romania%20communism%201970s&tabType=o

nline 

- The Wilson Centre Digital Archive) https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/collections 

- The Archive of the Parallel History Project on Cooperative Security 

https://www.php.isn.ethz.ch/lory1.ethz.ch/collections/index.html 

 

3. Documents researched in the archive for:  

- The Historical Archives of the European Union, Florence, Italy (Costel  Coroban) 

 

4. Document from the personal collections of the members of the research team, for:  

   

- National Archives of France (Paris, Pierrefitte-sur-Seine, France) 

- Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland (Helsinki, Finland)  

- The Romanian National Historical Central Archives, Bucharest, Romania 

(Arhivele Naționale Istorice Centrale, București, România)  

- The Diplomatic Archives of the Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bucharest, 

Romania (Arhivele Diplomatice ale Ministerului Afacerilor Externe, București, 

România) 

- The Historical Archives of the European Union, Florence, Italy 

 

C. PRESENTATIONS AT INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL CONFERENCES 

AND WORKSHOPS:  

 

ELENA DRAGOMIR: 

- 24 September 2021: Elena Dragomir, ‘Romania’s Position on the ‘German 

Question’ and the Deepening of Western Integration’, at the International 

Conference (hybrid format) ‘Worlds together, worlds apart? Assessing the 

interplay between European integration and German unification’, Institute for 

European Integration, Hamburg, 23–25 September 2021 (delivered virtually). The 

program of the conference at: https://www.hsozkult.de/event/id/event-112765  

- 25 October 2021: Elena Dragomir, ‘Romania, the EEC and the Generalized 

System of Preferences’  at the International Workshop (hybrid format) ‘State 

Socialist International Engagements during the Cold War’, 25 October 2021, 

SNSPA, Bucharest (delivered virtually). The program of the event at: 

https://sil.politice.ro/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Workshop-25-October-2021.pdf 

- 29 October 2021, Elena Dragomir, ‘Cold War asymmetries: Romania and the 

debt crisis of the 1980s’, at the International Conference (online format) ‘Cold War 

(A)Symmetries: Conflict, Cooperation and Trade’, Târgoviște, University Valahia of Târgoviște, 

România, 28-29 October 2021 (delivered virtually). The program of the Conference is at: 

https://gafencu.hypotheses.org/files/2021/10/CWA-Conference-Programme-with-link.pdf 

http://aei.pitt.edu/
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/informationobject/browse?topLod=0&sort=relevance&query=romania&repos=&onlyMedia=1
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/informationobject/browse?topLod=0&sort=relevance&query=romania&repos=&onlyMedia=1
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments
https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/search/site/romania
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=romania%20communism%201970s&tabType=online
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=romania%20communism%201970s&tabType=online
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/collections
https://www.php.isn.ethz.ch/lory1.ethz.ch/collections/index.html
https://www.hsozkult.de/event/id/event-112765
https://sil.politice.ro/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Workshop-25-October-2021.pdf
https://gafencu.hypotheses.org/files/2021/10/CWA-Conference-Programme-with-link.pdf
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SILVIU MARIAN MILOIU: 

- 25 October 2021: Silviu Miloiu, ]Romania and the European Economic 

Community in the aftermath of the 1977 earthquake: the dilemmas of an 

asymmetric relationship’, at the International Workshop (hybrid format) ‘State 

Socialist International Engagements during the Cold War’, 25 October 2021, 

SNSPA, Bucharest (delivered virtually). The program of the event at: 

https://sil.politice.ro/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Workshop-25-October-2021.pdf 

- 29 October 2021, Silviu Miloiu: ‘Endurance or alteration? Romania and the EEC 

in the 1980s’ at the International Conference (online format) ‘Cold War 

(A)Symmetries: Conflict, Cooperation and Trade’, Târgoviște, University Valahia of Târgoviște, 

România, 28-29 October 2021 (delivered virtually). The program of the Conference is at: 

https://gafencu.hypotheses.org/files/2021/10/CWA-Conference-Programme-with-link.pdf 

 

COSTEL COROBAN: 

- 9 July 2021: Costel Coroban, ‘Revisiting a Cold War Issue: Romania’s strategy 

towards the EEC and GATT as reflected in the communist press’, at the 

International Conference (online format) ‘Metaphor - Spatiality – Discourse’, 

University Ovidius of Constanța, 9–10 July 2021. The program of the conference 

at: https://litere.univ-ovidius.ro/images/2021-2022/conferinte/Metaphor-Spatiality-

Discourse%20Intl%20%20%20Conference_Constanta_9-10%20July%202021.pdf  

- 29 October 2021, Costel Coroban, ‘Negotiation and Asymmetry in Romania’s 

accession to GATT’, at the International Conference (online format) ‘Cold War 

(A)Symmetries: Conflict, Cooperation and Trade’, Târgoviște, University Valahia of Târgoviște, 

România, 28-29 October 2021 (delivered virtually). The program of the Conference is at: 

https://gafencu.hypotheses.org/files/2021/10/CWA-Conference-Programme-with-link.pdf 

- 18 November 2021: Costel Coroban, ‘A different ‘break in the circle’: 

Romania's accession to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 

1966-1971’, at the International Scientific Session „Pontica” (online format), 

Muzeul Național de Istorie și Arheologie (National Museum of History and 

Archaeology), Constanța, Romania, 17-19 November 2021. The program at: 

https://www.minac.ro/assets/program-pontica-54.pdf 

     

MIHAELA BOTNARI:  

- 25 November 2021: Mihaela Botnari, ‘Procesul de aderare a României la Fondul 

Monetar International: diplomație, negociere și pragmatism’ (The process of 

Romania’s adhering to the International Monetary Fund), at the National 

Conference ‘Comunismul Românesc’ (Romanian Communism), 10
th

 edition 

(Online format), The National Council for the Study of the Securitate Archives and 

the University of Bucharest, Bucharest, 25-26 November 2021. The program at: 

http://www.cnsas.ro/documente/cncr/PROGRAM%20CNCR%20X%2025-

26%20noiembrie%202021.pdf  

 

D. THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE PROJECT  

 

Within the project, an international conference was organized on 28-29 October 2021, 

Târgoviște. Entitled „Cold War (A)Symmetries: Conflict, Cooperation And Trade, the conference was 

held online due to the Covid-19 pandemic: https://gafencu.hypotheses.org/2264 . 

The program of the conference is available at: https://gafencu.hypotheses.org/files/2021/10/CWA-

Conference-Programme-with-link.pdf. 

https://sil.politice.ro/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Workshop-25-October-2021.pdf
https://gafencu.hypotheses.org/files/2021/10/CWA-Conference-Programme-with-link.pdf
https://litere.univ-ovidius.ro/images/2021-2022/conferinte/Metaphor-Spatiality-Discourse%20Intl%20%20%20Conference_Constanta_9-10%20July%202021.pdf
https://litere.univ-ovidius.ro/images/2021-2022/conferinte/Metaphor-Spatiality-Discourse%20Intl%20%20%20Conference_Constanta_9-10%20July%202021.pdf
https://gafencu.hypotheses.org/files/2021/10/CWA-Conference-Programme-with-link.pdf
https://www.minac.ro/assets/program-pontica-54.pdf
http://www.cnsas.ro/documente/cncr/PROGRAM%20CNCR%20X%2025-26%20noiembrie%202021.pdf
http://www.cnsas.ro/documente/cncr/PROGRAM%20CNCR%20X%2025-26%20noiembrie%202021.pdf
https://gafencu.hypotheses.org/2264
https://gafencu.hypotheses.org/files/2021/10/CWA-Conference-Programme-with-link.pdf
https://gafencu.hypotheses.org/files/2021/10/CWA-Conference-Programme-with-link.pdf
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Currently, a book proposal is prepared, based on a selection of the conference’s papers, to 

be submitted to an international publishing house.  

 

E. POUBLICATIONS 

ELENA DRAGOMIR:  

 

Submitted articles, under review:  

 

- Elena Dragomir, ‘Relațiile comerciale cu Occidentul în concepția economică a 

României postbelice. Argumente pentru o nouă perspectivă de studiu’ (The 

commercial relations with the West in the economic conception of Romania. 

Arguments for a new research perspective), submitted, under review with the 

review Analele Științifice ale Universității „Alexandru Ioan Cuza” din Iași, Serie 

Nouă, Istorie, BDI: CEEOL, CNCS B (2020);  

- Elena Dragomir,  ‘Asymmetric Cold War Trade: Romania and the Generalized 

System of Preferences (1968-1979)’, submitted, under review with the review 

Europe-Asia Studies (WoS, https://mjl.clarivate.com/journal-profile, red zone  for 

Area Studies, Yellow zone for Economics and Grey zone for Political Science). 

 

Book chapter, in progress: 

 

- Elena Dragomir worked on a book chapter provisionally entitled ‘Romania’s Position 

on the ‘German Question’ and the Deepening of Western Integration’, for a book 

edited by Kiran Patel; provisional title of the book ‘Worlds together, worlds apart? 

European integration and German Unification at the End of the Cold War’; the book is 

to be submitted for review with the University of Toronto Press in 2022. A first draft 

of the chapter was presented and received good feedback during the abov-mentioned 

conference ‘Worlds together, worlds apart? Assessing the interplay between European 

integration and German unification”, Institute for European Integration, Hamburg, 23–

25 September 2021. 

 

The project’s books: 

 

- Elena Dragomir worked at the monograph and at the volume of documents – the 

two books of the project, which are scheduled for the last year of the project 

(2022)  

 

SILVIU MILOIU: 
 

- Silviu Miloiu worked on a book chapter provisionally entitled „La Roumanie et la 

Communauté Économique Européenne au lendemain du séisme de 1977: les 

dilemmes d'une relation asymétrique”, for a book edited by Traian Sandu, 

provisional title of the book Petites puissances et l’inégalité dans le système 

international, Éditions L'Harmattan, Paris. Chapter under review.  

 

COSTEL COROBAN: 

 

Article accepted for publication:   

- Costel Coroban, ‘Great Expectations: Romania’s Accession to the General 

Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (1968-1971)’, accepted by the Annals of the 

https://www.ceeol.com/search/journal-detail?id=1171
http://history.uaic.ro/cercetare/analele-facultatii-de-istorie/apel-call-for-papers/
https://mjl.clarivate.com/journal-profile
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„Ovidius” University of Constanţa – Political Science Series vol. 10/2021, BDI: 

ERIH+, CEEOL, HEIN Online, Index Copernicus, DOAJ. 

https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/publiseringskanaler/erihplus/periodical/info.action?id

=486441 

 

MIHAELA BOTNARI: 

 

- Mihaela Botnari worked on an article provisionally entitled ‘Aderarea României 

la Fondul Monetar Internațional: diplomație, negociere și pragmatism’ (Romania’s 

adhering to the International Monetary Fund: diplomacy, negotiation, 

pragmatism’, to be submitted at the beginning of the year of 2022.   

 

 

 

29 November 2021  Elena Dragomir  

https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/publiseringskanaler/erihplus/periodical/info.action?id=486441
https://www.ceeol.com/search/journal-detail?id=1023
https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/publiseringskanaler/erihplus/periodical/info.action?id=486441
https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/publiseringskanaler/erihplus/periodical/info.action?id=486441

